
The Media's 

Distortion of 

Crime
The media's coverage of crime often distorts the public's perception, 

exaggerating the prevalence and nature of criminal activity. Through selective 

reporting and sensationalism, the media can shape societal views on crime, 

sometimes disconnected from actual crime statistics.
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Non-Fiction Outlets

Disproportionate Coverage

Studies show that up to 46% of 

news coverage focuses on violent 

and sexual crimes, despite these 

only accounting for 3% of 

recorded crimes.

Selective Reporting

The media tends to prioritize 

"newsworthy" crimes over more 

common but less sensational 

offenses, skewing public 

perception.

Shifting Trends

Crime coverage has shifted over 

time, from a focus on murders 

and petty crimes in the 1960s to 

drug-related crimes and terrorism 

in the 1990s.



Fictional Outlets

Overrepresentation

Up to 20% of movies and TV 

shows are crime-related, yet they 

often overrepresent violent and 

drug-related crimes while 

underrepresenting more common 

property crimes.

False Portrayals

Crime fiction frequently depicts 

false narratives, such as sex 

crimes being committed by 

random strangers, when in reality 

they're more often perpetrated 

by acquaintances.

Glamorization

Crime-focused media can 

glamorize and normalize 

violence, potentially desensitizing 

audiences and even inspiring real-

world criminal behavior.



Desensitization and Imitation

1 Desensitization

Violent media such as video games and 

TV shows can desensitize individuals to 

violence, leading them to view it as 

"normal" and potentially engage in 

real-world criminal acts.

2 Imitation

Research has shown that children are 

more likely to imitate violent behaviors 

seen in media, highlighting the 

influential role of the media in shaping 

criminal attitudes and actions.

3 Tragic Consequences

A man charged with murder claimed he believed he was still in a video game when he killed 

his parents, illustrating the dangerous impact of media-induced desensitization.



Relative Deprivation and Crime

Consumerismand
Materialism

The media's constant portrayal 

of lavish lifestyles and material 

goods can fuel a sense of 

relative deprivation, driving 

some individuals to engage in 

criminal activities to attain 

these desired possessions.

TheKardashian Effect

Influential media personalities 

like the Kardashians are often 

criticized for flaunting their 

wealth, which can cause 

feelings of relative deprivation 

and inspire criminal behavior to 

emulate their lifestyles.

Tragic Consequences

The media-driven obsession 

with material goods has been 

linked to real-world crimes, 

such as the robbery of Kim 

Kardashian in Paris, as 

individuals seek to acquire the 

same luxury items through 

illegal means.



Moral Panics and Stereotyping

1 Moral Entrepreneurship

The media often acts as a "moral entrepreneur," labeling certain groups as "victims," 

"criminals," or "deviants," perpetuating harmful stereotypes that can become self-

fulfilling prophecies.

2 Racial Bias

These media-driven labels tend to be racially biased, disproportionately targeting ethnic 

minority youth as potential criminals, leading to further marginalization and 

criminalization.

3 Distraction from Real Issues

Moral panics created by the media can serve to shift public attention away from more 

significant societal problems, potentially exacerbating the underlying conditions that 

contribute to criminal behavior.



The Rise of Cybercrime

Globalization of Crime

The rapid growth of the 

media has enabled a shift in 

criminal activity, with more 

crimes now being committed 

through global electronic 

networks and tools, such as 

software piracy and identity 

theft.

Harder to Trace

Cybercrime is often more 

difficult to detect and trace, 

making it a more appealing 

and dangerous form of 

criminal activity compared to 

traditional offline crimes.

Wider Reach

The media-driven rise of 

cybercrime has allowed 

criminals to commit offenses 

on a larger scale, impacting 

more victims across the globe 

with greater ease.



Conclusion

The media's influence on crime has been profound, distorting public perception, 

inspiring criminal behavior, and enabling the rise of more sophisticated and 

globalized forms of crime. As the media landscape continues to evolve, it is 

crucial to critically examine its impact and develop strategies to address the 

complex relationship between the media and crime.


