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Press Release:

Abu Dhabi University achieves prestigious 5+ Stars rating by QS Stars

Recognition underscores ADU’s excellence with five stars across all nine assessed categories

Abu Dhabi, UAE, 17 September 2026: Abu Dhabi University (ADU) has been awarded an

overall 5+ Stars rating by QS Stars, recognizing the university’s performance across a broad
range of academic and institutional areas and marking another significant milestone in its

continued pursuit of excellence.

The 5+ Stars rating was awarded following rigorous and independent data collection and
analysis of ADU’s performance against the QS Stars methodology. QS Stars assesses
institutions against established international standards across a broad range of performance

indicators, providing a comprehensive evaluation of their individual strengths.

As part of the assessment, ADU achieved five stars across all nine evaluated categories:
Teaching, Research, Employability, Facilities, Good Governance, Social Impact, Global
Engagement, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, and its Master of Business Administration (MBA)
program as part of the Program Strength category, demonstrating ADU’s ability to translate

academic excellence into a well-rounded, high-quality university experience.

Professor Ghassan Aouad, Chancellor of ADU, said: “Achieving a 5+ Stars rating from QS is a
significant recognition of the collective efforts of our faculty, staff, students, and wider
university community. It reflects our commitment to delivering an educational experience
that extends beyond academic excellence to encompass research, employability, global
engagement and meaningful social impact. As we continue to grow, we remain focused on
equipping our students with the knowledge, skills, and opportunities they need to thrive,

while contributing to the UAE’s ambitions for a competitive, knowledge-based economy.”

With more than 10,000 students representing over 100 nationalities, 32,000 graduates and
more than 65 accredited programs, ADU continues to strengthen its global standing through

excellence in teaching, research and industry engagement. The QS Stars recognition further


https://www.adu.ac.ae/
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reinforces this commitment to delivering a globally competitive education while advancing

the UAE's priorities in talent development, innovation, and the knowledge economy.
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