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Things That Are No Longer Common

| have been reflecting on items that used to be part of our daily
lives but are now mostly gone. The current generation may not
have seen many of the items listed below. For example,
typewriters were once the primary way to write documents.
Today, we use computers for writing, although some people still
enjoy typewriters for fun.

Phone boxes, or public telephones, were once ubiquitous in
cities, allowing people to make calls when they were away from
home. With the rise of mobile phones, these boxes have become
hard to find. Some places maintain them as nostalgic landmarks.

Video recorders, like VCRs, enabled us to watch and record
shows on VHS tapes. They were popular in the 1980s and 1990s,
but now we mostly watch movies online or on DVDs. While some
people still collect VHS tapes, most of us have transitioned to
digital formats.

Film cameras were the standard for taking pictures before digital
cameras became prevalent. They required film that needed to be
developed. Although some still enjoy film photography, most
people now use smartphones or digital cameras for their
convenience.

CD players transformed how we listened to music by offering
better sound quality than cassette tapes. However, with the
advent of music streaming and downloads, fewer people use CD
players today. Most listen to music on their phones or computers.

Landline phones were once a staple in every home, but now many
people rely solely on mobile phones. Payphones have also
become rare, as nearly everyone has their own phone.

Floppy disks, once a common method for storing data, are now
nearly forgotten, replaced by USB drives and cloud storage.

Road atlases helped us navigate before GPS and smartphone
maps were available. People would flip through pages to find
directions, but now most use their phones for navigation.

The Yellow Pages, a large directory of local businesses, is also
rarely used anymore, as we can easily search online.

These items remind us of a time when technology was different.
While some are still collected, many are now just memories,
illustrating how quickly things change in our lives.

Please share your views about things that are no longer common

Hamad Odhabi Khulud Abdallah Abu Dhabi University

iy .
N .-,- o0 l‘ — ‘ "'i ﬂh’h:ﬁ j';
S ey

el

O0& 177 - 58 Comments



